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lesson.   Lord Death, feeling happy at this, blesses
the disciple with another extra boon.

II %\ U
Tarn abravit priyamano mahatina
varam tava-iha adya dadami bhuyah;
Tava eva namna bhavita yam agnih
srnkam ca imam aneka rupam grhana.
(16) Satisfied, Death, the magnanimoas spoke to
him: "I give thee this other boon; this Fire Sacrifice
shall be named after thee; and take thon this many-
coloured chain."
According to Max Mullar verses 16-18 are an
insertion; and certainly, he seems to be very well
justified in declaring them to be a later interpolation.
The stanzas are confusing in their meanings and un-
faithful to the lucid style of the whole Upanishad.
Lord Death is offering here to his disciple a
medal-of-appreciation in the form of a jeweled neck-
lace (Sringam). Sree Sankaracharya in his commen-
tary gives two meanings for the word Sringam:
(a) 'garland' and (b) 'actions which shall yield many
glorious fruits'. May be, as Sree Sankara says,
Lord Death might have initiated his disciple into
some more secret methods of fulfilling the desires of
mankind through mystic rituals and propitiatory
ceremonies. Or may be, Lord Death presented the
Brahmin boy with a chain studded with precious
jewels. Whatever it may be, the purpose of the